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Pride and Challenges! 
p 

100 days in at the end of April and most of us 

may not have expected what Biden has been 

able to accomplish thus far. The vaccines, 

distribution, executive orders, diplomacy and 

consideration of others; the excellent qualifi-

cations and diversity of those chosen to work 

with him.  Even with seemingly insurmountable 

current issues such as immigration, the ad-

ministration demonstrates a compassion and 

effort we haven’t seen in years. The chal-

lenges are daunting with a bare congressional 

majority and rank partisanship, but if anyone 

can find avenues around such obstacles, Biden 

and his administration’s experience and ex-

pertise has a better chance than most to 

overcome them.  
 

The 2022 election will be defining.  Can we 

remove representatives Duncan Hunter, 

Devin Nunes, Kevin McCarthy, Darrell Issa 

and the like throughout the county and the 

country.? Will other states be able to turn 

state legislatures blue in order to contain in-

sane pending legislation? Will Trump’s follow-

ers continue their devotion to a demagogue 

remaking the Republican party, and how do we 

Democrats handle the fallout? 
 

As the pandemic ends, we will do our part to 
meet the challenges to strengthen Democracy! 
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Gallup poll shows largest increase in Democratic Party affiliation in a decade 
Chelsey Cox, USA TODAY, 4/9/2021 

 
More Americans identify as Democrats than Republicans by a margin that hasn't been seen in a 
decade, according to a report released by Gallup on Wednesday. 
 
An average of 49% of adults age 18 and older reported Democratic Party affiliation or said they are 
independent with Democratic leanings throughout the first quarter of 2021, the pollster reported. The 
survey was conducted by phone from January-March.  
 
In comparison, 40% of adults identified as Republican or Republican-leaning. The 9 percentage 
point difference is the Democrats' largest advantage since the fourth quarter of 2012, according to 
the report. 
 
The remaining 11% of respondents were political independents with no partisan leanings. 
Democrats have typically held a 4 to 6 point advantage over Republicans.  Shortly before the first 
quarter of the year, the gap in affiliation was virtually nonexistent before Democrats' advantage wid-
ened by 9 points. 
 
The report also noted a 6 point increase in independents; from 38% in the fourth quarter of 2020 to 
44% in the first quarter of 2021. It's the highest percentage since 2013, when 46% of survey respon-
dents identified as independents. The rise correlates with the decline in Republican Party identifica-
tion, just as in 2013, when the GOP saw a drop in the popularity during the government shutdown 
over the Affordable Care Act.  
 
Party identification is asked on every survey Gallup conducts, according to senior editor Jeff Jones, 
who also authored the report. 
 
"It's something that we think is important to track to give a sense to the relevant strength of the two 
parties at any one point in time and how party preferences are responding to events," Jones told 
USA TODAY. 
 
The poll's margin of sampling error was plus or minus 2 percentage points. 
 
Events encourage party loyalty, Jones said. Gallup's latest measurements on political affiliation were 
taken during President Joe Biden's inauguration – days after supporters of former President Donald 
Trump attacked the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6. 
 
"I think we're seeing a similar dynamic with Trump leaving office, again with the very low approval 
rating and (the excitement around) Biden coming into office," Jones said. 
Trump ended his presidency with a 29% job approval rating – his lowest ever while in office, USA 
TODAY earlier reported. 
 
The passing of the COVID-19 relief package in March, a decline in new infections and deaths from 
the coronavirus and the push for mass vaccinations preceded a rise in affinity for the Democratic 
Party, according to Gallup. 
 
Fewer people are dying from COVID-19 thanks to vaccination efforts targeting vulnerable popula-
tions. But the U.S. continues to report high levels of cases. 
 

https://news.gallup.com/poll/343976/quarterly-gap-party-affiliation-largest-2012.aspx
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/01/15/donald-trump-leaves-white-house-lowest-ever-approval-rating/4173571001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/03/11/joe-biden-signs-covid-19-relief-bill-stimulus-checks-into-law/4647894001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2021/04/06/covid-news-new-york-maryland-open-vaccines-16-variants-spread/7097703002/


Past jumps in party affiliations  
 
The bump in Democratic affiliation following Biden's inauguration mirrors that of former President 
Barack Obama's first term, Jones said. 
 
"That was really the high point that we've seen; kind of the 2006-2009 period, when really the major-
ity of Americans either identified as Democrats outright or were independents but they leaned to-
ward the party," he said. "Our data on this only goes back to the '90s, but it's pretty much the only 
time we consistently had one party with the majority of Americans on their side." 
 
Republican advantages, though rarer and more short-lived, followed the Gulf War in 1991 – when 
George H.W. Bush was in office – and the 9/11 terrorist attacks during President George W. Bush's 
term, according to Gallup. More people also reported GOP affiliation after the 1994, 2010 and 2014 
midterm elections. 
 
Whether the Republican Party can regain advantage during the 2022 midterm elections may rely on 
the successes of the Biden administration, according to Jones. 
 
"A lot of it is going to depend on how things go over the course of the year. If things get better with 
the coronavirus and the economy bounces back and a lot of people expect Biden can keep relatively 
strong approval ratings, then that will be better for the Democrats," Jones said. "But if things start to 
get worse – unemployment goes up or coronavirus gets worse – then his approval is going to go 
down. It's going to make things a lot better for the Republican Party for the midterm next year." 





 
  

Why the "Reagan Revolution" Scheme to Gut America's Middle Class is Coming to an End 
      The signal was in Biden's speech, but entirely missed by the press  

Thom Hartmann, March 13, 2021 
 

As we stand on the edge of the end of the Reagan Revolution, an end signaled by one particular phrase in President Bi-
den‘s speech in early March (which I’ll get to in a minute), its really important that Americans understand the backstory. 
 
Reagan and his conservative buddies intentionally gutted the American middle class, but they did so not just out of greed 
but also with what they thought was a good and noble justification. 
 
As I lay out in more granular detail in my new book The Hidden History of American Oligarchy, back in the early 1950s 
conservative thinker Russell Kirk proposed a startling hypothesis that would fundamentally change our nation and the 
world. 
 
The American middle-class at that time was growing more rapidly than any middle-class had ever grown in the history of 
the world, in terms of the number of people in the middle class, the income of those people, and the overall wealth that 
those people were accumulating. The middle-class was growing in wealth and income back then, in fact, faster than were 
the top 1%. 
 
Kirk postulated in 1951 that if the middle-class got too wealthy, we would see an absolute collapse of our nation’s social 
order, producing chaos, riots and possibly even the end of the republic. 
 
The first chapter of his 1951 book, The Conservative Mind, is devoted to Edmund Burke, the British conservative who Tho-
mas Paine visited for two weeks in 1787 on his way to get arrested in the French revolution. Paine was so outraged by 

Burke’s arguments that he wrote an entire book rebutting them titled The Rights Of Man. 

Burke was defending, among other things, Britain’s restrictions on who could vote or participate in politics based on wealth 
and land ownership, as well as the British maximum wage. 

That’s right, maximum wage. 

Burke and his contemporaries in the late 1700s believed that if working-class people made too much money, they would 
challenge the social order and collapse the British form of government. So Parliament passed a law making it illegal for 
employers to pay people over a certain amount, so as to keep wage-earners right at the edge of poverty throughout their 
lives. (For the outcome of this policy, read pretty much any Dickens novel.) 
 
Picking up on this, Kirk’s followers argued that if the American middle-class got too rich there would be similarly dire con-
sequences. Young people would cease to respect their elders, women would stop respecting (and depending on) their 
husbands, and minorities would begin making outrageous demands and set the country on fire. 
 
When Kirk laid this out in 1951, only a few conservative intellectuals took him seriously. People like William F. Buckley and 
Barry Goldwater were electrified by his writings and line of thinking, but Republicans like then-President Dwight Eisen-
hower said, of people like Kirk and his rich buddies, “Their numbers are negligible and they are stupid.“ 
 
And then came the 1960s. 
 
In 1961, the birth control pill was legalized and by 1964 was in widespread use; this helped kick off the modern-day 
Women’s Liberation Movement, as women, now in control of their reproductive capacity, demanded equality in politics and 
the workplace. Bra burning became a thing, at least in pop culture lore. 
 
By 1967, young people on college campuses we’re also in revolt; the object of their scorn was an illegal war in Vietnam 
that President Johnson had lied us into. Along with national protest, draft card burning was also a thing. 

https://amzn.to/3tnXNRR
https://www.growthemiddleclass.com/get-the-facts
https://amzn.to/3tfMFpu
https://amzn.to/3vkqlN5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statute_of_Artificers_1562
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statute_of_Artificers_1562
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/letter-to-edgar-newton-eisenhower/


And throughout that decade African Americans were increasingly demanding an end to police violence and an expansion 
of Civil Rights. In response to several brutal and well-publicized instances of police violence against Black people in the 
late 1960s, riots broke out and several of our cities were on fire. 
 
These three movements all hitting America at the same time got the attention of conservatives and Republicans who had 
previously ignored or even ridiculed Kirk back in the 1950s. Suddenly, he seemed like a prophet. 
 
The Republican/Conservative “solution” to the “crisis” these three movements represented was put into place in 1981: the 
explicit goal of the so-called Reagan Revolution was to take the middle class down a peg and end the protests and social 
instability.  
 
Their plan was to declare war on labor unions so wages could slide back down again, end free college all across the na-
tion so students would be in fear rather than willing to protest, and increase the penalties Nixon had already put on drugs 
so they could use those laws against hippy antiwar protesters and Black people. 
 
As Nixon‘s right hand man, John Ehrlichman, told reporter Dan Baum: “You want to know what this was really all about? 
The Nixon campaign in 1968, and the Nixon White House after that, had two enemies: the antiwar left and Black people. 
Do you understand what I’m saying? We knew we couldn’t make it illegal to be either against the war or Black, but by get-
ting the public to associate the hippies with marijuana and  
 
Blacks with heroin and then criminalizing both heavily, we could disrupt those communities. We could arrest their leaders, 
raid their homes, break up their meetings, and vilify them night after night on the evening news. Did we know we were ly-
ing about the drugs? Of course we did.“ 
 
While it looks from the outside like the singular mission of the Reagan Revolution was simply to help rich people and giant 
corporations get richer and bigger, the ideologues driving the movement actually believed they were helping to restore 
safety and stability to the United States, both politically and economically. 
 
The middle class was out of control, they believed, and something had to be done. Looking back at the “solutions” England 
used around the time of the American Revolution and advocated by Edmund Burke and other conservative thinkers 
throughout history, they saw a solution to the crisis...that also had the pleasant side effect of helping their biggest donors 
and thus boosting their political fortunes. 
 
Reagan massively cut taxes on rich people, and raised taxes on working-class people 11 times. 
For example, he put a tax on Social Security income and unemployment income, and put in a mechanism to track and tax 
tips income all of which had previously been tax-free but were exclusively needed and used by middle-class people. 
 
He ended the deductability of credit-card, car-loan and student-debt interest, overwhelmingly claimed by working-class 
people. At the same time, he cut the top tax bracket for millionaires and multimillionaires from 74% to 25%. (There were no 
billionaires in America then, in large part because of previous tax policies; the explosion of billionaires followed Reagan’s, 
Bush’s and Trump’s massive tax cuts on the rich.) 
 
He declared war on labor unions, crushed PATCO in less than a week, and over the next decade the result of his war on 
labor was that union membership went from about a third of the American workforce when he came into office to around 
10% at the end of the Reagan/Bush presidencies. It’s at 6% of the private workforce now. 
 
He and Bush also husbanded the moribund 1947 General Agreement on Tariffs and Trades (GATT, which let Clinton help 
create the WTO) and NAFTA, which Clinton signed and thus opened a floodgate for American companies to move manu-
facturing overseas, leaving American workers underemployed while radically cutting corporate labor costs and union mem-
bership. 
 

https://harpers.org/archive/2016/04/legalize-it-all/
https://thedailybanter.com/2017/08/08/this-chart-shows-how-reaganomics-has-destroyed-the-middle-class/


And, sure enough, Reagan’s doubling-down on the War on Drugs was successful in shattering Black communities. 
 
His War on Labor cut average inflation-adjusted minimum and median wages by more over a couple of decades than any-
body had seen since the Republican Great Depression of the 1920s and ’30s. 
 
And his War on Colleges jacked up the cost of education so high that an entire generation is today so saddled with more 
than $1.5 trillion in student debt that many aren’t willing to jeopardize it all by “acting up” on campuses. 
 
The key to selling all this to the American people was the idea that the US shouldn’t protect the rights of workers, subsidize 
education, or enforce Civil Rights laws because, “conservatives” said, government itself is a remote, dangerous and in-
competent power that can legally use guns to enforce its will. 
 
As Reagan told us in his first inaugural, government was not the solution to our problems, but instead was the problem 
itself. 
 
He ridiculed the formerly-noble idea of service to one’s country and joked that there were really no good people left in gov-
ernment because if they were smart or competent they’d be working in the private sector for a lot more money. 
 
He told us that the nine most frightening words in the English language were, “I’m from the government, and I’m here to 
help.” 
 
Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, billionaires associated with the Republicans built a massive infrastructure of think tanks 
and media outlets to promote and amplify this message. 
 
It so completely swept America that by the 1990s even President Bill Clinton was saying things like, “The era of big gov-
ernment is over,” and “This is the end of welfare as we know it.” Limbaugh, Hannity and other right-wing radio talkers were 
getting millions a year in subsidies from groups like the Heritage Foundation. Fox News today carries on the tradition. 
 
Which brings us to President Joe Biden’s speech. 
 
Probably the most important thing he said in that speech was almost completely ignored by the mainstream American 
press. It certainly didn’t make a single headline, anywhere. 
 
Yet President Biden said something that Presidents Clinton and Obama were absolutely unwilling to say, so deeply in-
grained was the Reagan orthodoxy about the dangers of “big government” during their presidencies. 
 
President Biden said, “We need to remember the government isn’t some foreign force in a distant capital. No, it’s us. All of 
us. We, the people.“ 
 
This was an all-out declaration of war on the underlying premise of the Reagan Revolution. And a full-throated embrace of 
the first three words of the Constitution, “We, the people.” 
 
In March, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt talked about the “mysterious cycle in human events.” He correctly identified 
the end of the Republican orthodoxy cycle of the 1920s, embodied in the presidencies of Harding, Coolidge and Hoover, of 
deregulation, privatization and tax cuts.  
 
(Warren Harding in 1920 successfully ran for president on two slogans. The first was “A return to normalcy,” which meant 
dropping Democratic President Woodrow Wilson’s 90% tax bracket down to 25%, something Harding did in his first few 
years in office. The second was, “Less government in business, more business in government.” In other 
words, deregulate and privatize. These actions, of course, brought us the Great Crash of 1929 and what was known for a 
generation as the Republican Great Depression.) 

https://www.politico.com/story/2014/04/tea-party-radio-network-105774


 Important Contacts: 
 

Senator Diane Feinstein: DC Office (202) 224-3841 
L.A. Office (310) 914-7300  
Senator Alex Padilla: DC Office (202) 224-3553  
San Diego Office (213)894-5000  
Congressman Dr. Raul Ruiz (D-36) DC Office  (202) 225-5330  
Palm Desert Office (760) 424-8888  
CA State Senator Mike Morrell (R-23) State Capitol Office (916) 651-4023  
Rancho Cucamonga Office (909)919-7731  
CA Assembly Member Chad Mayes: (R-42) State Capitol Office  
(916) 319-2042 Rancho Mirage Office (760) 346-6342 
Riverside County Supervisor Jeff Hewitt (5)  
Riverside Office 951)955-1050 Perris Office (951)210-1300 
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Americans are now watching, for the third time in just 30 years, a Democratic president clean up the economic and social 
debris of a prior Republican presidency. 
 
They’re starting to figure out that crushing the middle-class didn’t produce prosperity and stability, but instead destroyed 
tens of millions of people’s lives and dreams. 
 
And they’re seeing the hollowness of the Republican’s promises as we all watch, aghast, as the GOP scrambles to mobi-
lize the last remnants of its white racist base, at the same time waging an all-out war on the ability of Black, young and 
working-class people to vote.  
 
President Biden’s speech was the beginning of the end for the Republicans, although it appears only a few realize it. 
 
Let’s hope the damage the GOP has done over the last 40 years isn’t so severe that America can’t be brought back from 
the brink of chaos and desperation. 
 

Hopefully, it’s a new day in America. 



In light of gerrymandering efforts and Republican state legislators attempts to restrict voting rights, 
and knowing that their base is shrinking and demographics are shifting, this is their latest attempt to 
solidify Republican power. There are no ethical boundaries they will not cross, and no moral depths 
to which they will not stoop, to control their warped vision of our country’s future. 

 
Idaho lawmakers hear pitch to absorb three-fourths of Oregon 

Keith Riddler (AP), April 12, 2021 
 

Idaho lawmakers appeared intrigued but skeptical on Monday when pitched a plan to lop off about 
three-fourths of Oregon and add it to Idaho to create what would become the nation’s third-largest 
state geographically. 

Representatives of a group called Move Oregon’s Border For a Greater Idaho outlined their plan to a 
joint meeting of Idaho lawmakers from the House and Senate on Monday. 

The Idaho Legislature would have to approve the plan that would expand Idaho’s southwestern bor-
der to the Pacific Ocean. The Oregon Legislature and the U.S. Congress would also have to sign off. 

Supporters of the idea said rural Oregon voters are dominated by liberal urban areas such as Port-
land, and would rather join conservative Idaho. Portland would remain with Oregon. 

“There’s a longtime cultural divide as big as the Grand Canyon between northwest Oregon and rural 
Oregon, and it’s getting larger,” Mike McCarter, president of Move Oregon’s Border for a Greater 
Idaho, told Idaho lawmakers. 

If everything falls in line with Oregon, supporters envision also adding adjacent portions of south-
eastern Washington and northern California to Idaho. Backers said residents in those areas also 
yearn for less government oversight and long to become part of a red state insulated from the liberal 
influence of large urban centers that tend to vote Democratic. 

“Values of faith, family, independence. That’s what we’re about,” said Mark Simmons, an eastern 
Oregon rancher and former speaker of the Oregon House of Representatives. “We don’t need the 
state breathing down our necks all the time, micromanaging our lives and trying to push us into a for-
eign way of living.” 

President Joe Biden easily won Washington, Oregon and California in November, while President 
Donald Trump carried Idaho with 64%. The Idaho House and Senate each have supermajorities of 
Republicans. 

The group's strategy has been to get advisory votes in Oregon counties likely to make the switch. 
But last November the group had mixed success with two counties opting to join Idaho but two want-
ing to stay a part of Oregon. Supporters blamed the setback on the coronavirus pandemic and an 
inability to get their message out. Five more Oregon counties are expected to vote on the matter in 
May. 

The county votes carry no weight, but are intended to potentially sway lawmakers to ultimately ap-
prove the plan. 

Republican Rep. Ben Adams, one of Idaho's more conservative lawmakers who gave a fiery speech 
on the House floor last week revolving around freedom, said his interest was piqued but wondered 



why Oregon lawmakers would agree to the plan. 

“How is it being received right now by the state of Oregon?” he asked. "How hard would they be 
fighting to make it not happen? Most states don’t like to lose their resources to their neighbors.” 

McCarter said he's had no contact with the state government but expects supporters will make them-
selves known eventually. 

“I believe that there are a lot of people standing on the sidelines watching this particular issue," 
McCarter said. "Is there any traction to it? Is there anything behind it?” 

He said the votes coming up in the five counties in May could be an indicator. 

Democratic Sen. Michelle Stennett, who represents one of the few liberal-leaning areas of Idaho that 
include the resort towns of Ketchum and Sun Valley, wondered how people in Oregon making a 
minimum wage of $11.25 would like a pay cut to Idaho's minimum wage of $7.25. 

There were also questions about paying for roads, schools, prisons and state employee retirement 
obligations. Idaho also prohibits any marijuana use, including medical. In Oregon, recreational pot is 
legal. 

Simmons and McCarter agreed there were many problems that needed to be worked out before 
Idaho could absorb rural areas of surrounding states. 

“There are a lot of details, a lot of details,” Simmons said. “And before we can even begin to discuss 
the details, we have got to see a significant majority of counties in Oregon stepping up to support it.” 
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